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Be Revolutionary

On the War Industry

Recently I said and now I repeat, we are going through World War
Three but in installments. There are economic systems that must make
war in order to survive. Accordingly, arms are manufactured and sold
and, with that, the balance sheets of economies that sacrifice man at the
feet of the idol of money are clearly rendered healthy. And no thought
is given to hungry children in refugee camps; no thought is given to the
forcibly displaced; no thought is given to destroyed homes; no thought
is given, finally, to so many destroyed lives. How much suffering, how
much destruction, how much grief. Today, dear brothers and sisters,
in all parts of the earth, in all nations, in every heart and in grassroots
movements, the cry wells up for peace: War no more!
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On the Plunder of Nature

An economic system centered on the deity money also needs to plunder
nature to sustain consumption at the frenetic level it needs. Climate
change, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation are already showing their
devastating effects in terrible cataclysms which we see and from which
you the humble suffer most – you who live near the coast in precarious
dwellings, or so economically vulnerable that you lose everything due
to a natural disaster. Brothers and sisters, creation is not a possession
that we can dispose of as we wish; much less is it the property of some,
of only a few. Creation is a gift, it is a present, it is a marvelous gift given
to us by God so that we might care for it and use it, always gratefully
and always respectfully, for the benefit of everyone.
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On the Worship of Money

We talk about land, work, housing … we talk about working for peace
and taking care of nature. Why are we accustomed to seeing decent
work destroyed, countless families evicted, rural farmworkers driven off
the land, war waged and nature abused? Because in this system man,
the human person, has been removed from the centre and replaced
by something else. Because idolatrous worship is devoted to money.
Because indifference has been globalized: “Why should I care what
happens to others as long as I can defend what’s mine?” Because the
world has forgotten God, who is Father; and by setting God aside, it
has made itself an orphan.Some of you said that this system cannot
endure. We must change it. We must put human dignity back at the
centre and on that pillar build the alternative social structures we
need. This must be done with courage but also with intelligence, with
tenacity but without fanaticism, with passion yet without violence. And
all of us together, addressing the conflicts without getting trapped in
them, always seeking to resolve the tensions in order to reach a higher
plane of unity, of peace and of justice. We Christians have something
very lovely, a guide to action, a program we could call revolutionary. I
earnestly recommend that you read it: the Beatitudes in Saint Matthew
chapter 5, and in Saint Luke chapter 6; and the Last Judgment passage
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On Religious Freedom

We also evangelize when we attempt to confront the various challenges
which can arise. On occasion these may take the form of veritable
attacks on religious freedom or new persecutions directed against
Christians; in some countries these have reached alarming levels
of hatred and violence. In many places, the problem is more that of
widespread indifference and relativism, linked to disillusionment and
the crisis of ideologies which has come about as a reaction to any-thing
which might appear totalitarian. This not only harms the Church but
the fabric of society as a whole. We should recognize how in a culture
where each person wants to be bearer of his or her own subjective
truth, it becomes difficult for citizens to devise a common plan which
transcends individual gain and personal ambitions.
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On Superficial Culture

In the prevailing culture, priority is given to the outward, the immediate,
the visible, the quick, the superficial and the provisional. What is real
gives way to appearances. In many countries globalization has meant
a hastened deterioration of their own cultural roots and the invasion
of ways of thinking and acting proper to other cultures which are
economically advanced but ethically debilitated. This fact has been
brought up by bishops from various continents in different Synods. The
African bishops, for example, taking up the Encyclical Sollicitudo Rei
Socialis, pointed out years ago that there have been frequent attempts
to make the African countries “parts of a machine, cogs on a gigantic
wheel. This is often true also in the field of social communications
which, being run by centres mostly in the northern hemisphere, do not
always give due consideration to the priorities and problems of such
countries or respect their cultural make-up.” By the same token, the
bishops of Asia “underlined the external influences being brought to
bear on Asian cultures. New patterns of behaviour are emerging as a
result of over-exposure to the mass media… As a result, the negative
aspects of the media and entertainment industries are threatening
traditional values, and in particular the sacredness of marriage and the
stability of the family.” (John Paul II, Apostolic Exhortation Ecclesia
in Asia).)
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On Land

Land. At the beginning of creation, God created man and woman,
stewards of his work, mandating them to till and to keep it. I want to
congratulate farm workers — campesinos — for caring for the land,
for cultivating it and for doing so in community. The elimination of so
many brothers and sisters campesinos worries me, and it is not because
of wars or natural disasters that they are uprooted. Land and water
grabbing, deforestation, unsuitable pesticides are some of the evils
which uproot people from their native land. This wretched separation
is not only physical but existential and spiritual as well because there
is a relationship with the land, such that rural communities and their
special way of life are being put at flagrant risk of decline and even of
extinction.
The other dimension of this already global process is hunger. When
financial speculation manipulates the price of food, treating it as just
another commodity, millions of people suffer and die from hunger. At
the same time, tons of food are thrown away. This constitutes a genuine
scandal. Hunger is criminal, food is an inalienable right.
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On the Discarding of People
Today children are disposed of because the birth-rate in many of the
world’s countries has fallen, or because there is no food, or because they
are killed before being born – children are thrown away.The elderly
are discarded, well, because they are useless, they are not productive.
Neither children nor the elderly produce, and so, with more or less
sophisticated systems, they are slowly being abandoned. And in the
current period of economic crisis, now that it is necessary to regain
a certain equilibrium, we are witnessing a third very painful disposal
– the disposal of young people. Millions of young people — I do not
want to give a precise figure because I do not know the exact number,
and what I read seems somewhat inflated — anyhow, millions of young
people are discarded from work, are unemployed.
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On the Cost of Consumerism

The great danger in today’s world, pervaded as it is by consumerism,
is the desolation and anguish born of a complacent yet covetous heart,
the feverish pursuit of frivolous pleasures, and a blunted conscience.
Whenever our interior life becomes caught up in its own interests and
concerns, there is no longer room for others, no place for the poor.
God’s voice is no longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no longer felt,
and the desire to do good fades.
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On Trickle-down Economics

Some people continue to defend trickle-down theories which assume
that economic growth, encouraged by a free market, will inevitably
succeed in bringing about greater justice and inclusiveness in the world.
This opinion, which has never been confirmed by the facts, expresses
a crude and naïve trust in the goodness of those wielding economic
power and in the sacralized workings of the prevailing economic
system. Meanwhile, the excluded are still waiting. To sustain a lifestyle
which excludes others, or to sustain enthusiasm for that selfish ideal,
a globalization of indifference has developed. Almost without being
aware of it, we end up being incapable of feeling compassion at the
outcry of the poor, weeping for other people’s pain, and feeling a need
to help them, as though all this were someone else’s responsibility and
not our own. The culture of prosperity deadens us; we are thrilled if the
market offers us something new to purchase. In the meantime all those
lives stunted for lack of opportunity seem a mere spectacle; they fail
to move us.
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On the Nature of Peace

Peace in society cannot be understood as pacification or the mere
absence of violence resulting from the domination of one part of society
over others. Nor does true peace act as a pretext for justifying a social
structure which silences or appeases the poor, so that the more affluent
can placidly support their lifestyle while others have to make do as they
can. Demands involving the distribution of wealth, concern for the poor
and human rights cannot be suppressed under the guise of creating
a consensus on paper or a transient peace for a contented minority.
The dignity of the human person and the common good rank higher
than the comfort of those who refuse to renounce their privileges. When
these values are threatened, a prophetic voice must be raised.Nor is
peace “simply the absence of warfare, based on a precarious balance
of power; it is fashioned by efforts directed day after day towards the
establishment of the ordered universe willed by God, with a more perfect
justice among men.” (Paul VI, Encyclical Letter Populorum Progressio,
March 26, 1967) In the end, a peace which is not the result of integral
development will be doomed; it will always spawn new conflicts and
various forms of violence.
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